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of the word itself. In the senior year I turned
back in my life and sought not to hasten, but to
linger in the precincts of study, and the imperious
necessity of getting to the only occupation which
would give me the independence I desired, alone
deterred me from a post-graduate course of study
to compensate for the inadequacy of the past years.
In entering the church, Dr. Nott had deprived
the world of a statesman of no ordinary calibre, but
in the eyes of the Protestant, as of the Catholic
Church, in the country which had its precedents to
make, as in that which had precedents a thousand
years old, the maxim, "once a priest always a
priest," kept him in the pulpit, to which he had no
irresistible call, and to which the accident of his
career only had led him. Had the church to which
he belonged been organized with an episcopal gov-
ernment, he had certainly been its primate; but in
the vague and incoherent condition of the Congre-
gational churches, to one of which he belonged,
there was no career beyond that of the isolated pas-
torate of a single congregation. In this insufficiency
of interest for an active and influential life there
was only the educational calling left to satisfy his
enormous mental activity, and in this he found his
place. The future, which may look for his record
in libraries, or in the results of research, scientific or
literary, will not find him to occupy a position. He
had, however, great mechanical inventive powers,
as well as a marvelous knowledge of human nature;
the former solved the problem, amongst others, of the meaninglar hours. I
